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The Seven Hills Charter Public School

Seven Hills Families,

The Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) will begin this
week. These tests are for students in grades 3-8. Students will be tested in
English for the month of April.

MCAS DATES:
% March 31st: English Composition for grades 4th and 7th.
% April 6, 8, and 9th: English Language Arts for grades 6th, 7th, and 8th,
% April 13, 14, and 15t%: English Language Arts for grades 34, 4th, and 5th,

Please make sure that your child is well prepared for these exams. This means
getting plenty of sleep the night before any exams and being prepared to put
forth 100% effort. Students should be excited and encouraged to demonstrate
their learning and knowledge!

Our parent participation continues to be a big part of our success. Special
thank you to our parents that:

v Joined us on March 21st for a lively Saturday morning discussion at our
Parent Volunteer Breakfast.

v' Participated in last Thursday evening’s MCAS Prep Rally. This included

taking a sample MCAS (yes, it’s true!). Thank you McDonald’s for

contributing food!

Celebrated "Celebrando La Cultura Latina" at the Worcester Art

Museum.

Interviewed prospective candidates for our Job Fair.

Cheered on our boys and girls basketball teams.

Shared experiences for the Department of Education Site Visit.

Applauded our students at our second trimester Model Citizens

Ceremonies and our Spelling Bee Finals at the Worcester Public Library.

Watched “High School Musical 3” for our Family Movie Night to raise

money for the upcoming Alice in Wonderland musical.
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Keep up the good work, and thank you for continuing to support our school!

Ms. Piazza, Superintendent, Mr. Yung, Principal

Be Kind.
Be Safe.
Be Responsible.
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Other news and notes:
+ Please consider donating uniforms that your children have outgrown, especially smaller sizes
for K-2 students. We have a uniform closet with free clothing for interested families. Please
check in with Ms. Rodriguez or Ms. Gillis for more information.

+ The Commonwealth National Bank visits our school twice a month to pick up student deposits.
This is a great and fun way for students to learn the value of saving money, and it helps to pay
for future field trips.

@ e Open an account and Commonwealth National Bank will deposit the first $5.00.
v -

Cimmene" e Visit us at the bank on April Vacation to run your own coin and see how it is processed.

+ On Friday, April 314, fifteen of our students will spend the day at the UMASS Hospital for their
“Doctor for a Day” program. Students will be treated to a keynote speaker, lunch and
opportunities to hear a heart and shadow a doctor.

| + Kick Butts Day 2009:

| Forty-three students attended this year’s Kick Butts Day event and took a stand against
i smoking and tobacco companies. Twenty-eight students went down to city hall plaza and
| "dropped dead" to represent the 28 people who die in Massachusetts every day of a tobacco
} related illness. Others handed out flyers, recited facts about tobacco and smoking, wrote facts
i on the ground, and outlined all of the "dead bodies" to leave behind. If you would like to see
| pictures of the event go to our school website!

+ Worcester Technical High School applicants: Due to the extended vacation Worcester Tech is
behind on their entire application process. They are still in the process of entering all of the
scores into their database. Regrettably, you should not expect acceptance or waitlist letters
until May now!

+ Spelling Bee Winners
Congratulations to the following students for winning several days worth of competition that
started in individual classrooms and continued to the Finals at the Worcester Public Library.

Winners-

Ashley Davila
Samuel Davies
Venus Twum
Celeste Brown
Luke Hoyt
Shashank Mishra
Jose Medina-Santos

All kindergarten students that ride the school buses must
have a bus tag with their stops printed on it or they will not
be allowed to ride the bus. A convenient way to not lose
their tags would be to attach it to their backpacks. Thank
you for cooperating with Worcester Public Transportation
Guidelines.

Hi my name is
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Update from Primary Academy (Kindergarten to 2" Grade)

Dear Parents,

April Vacation (April 20-24), and the warmer weather, is a good time for
families to consider exploring many of the fine activities that are to found in
“ . and around the greater Worcester area. Please consider exploring the Tower
' : Hill Botanic Gardens in Boylston (gardens, meadows, and trails); Higgins
_—— Armory Museum (step back in time to the days of knights and armor); and
o Worcester Art Museum (world class artists like Monet, Rembrandt, and
Sargent). How about just getting outside and explore and enjoy some of our
fine parks (Broad Meadow Brook Wildlife Sanctuary, Elm Park, East Park,
Institute Park)? Also be sure to check out Worcester Public Library, Foothills
Theatre, and branches of the Y, and Boys and Girls Club, as they line up many

special programs during vacation week.

Henry Chamberlain
Mr. Chamberlain
Primary Academy Lead Teacher

Update from Elementary Academy (3" to 5" Grade)

A Core Many classes are running low on supplies. Please help by sending hand
pr re s sanitizer, baby wipes, dry erase markers, and paper towels. Your help is

Value is greatly appreciated.

Wisdom

MCAS is just around the corner. Please be sure that your child has at least 8
hours of sleep each night. Also, encourage your child to eat a good
breakfast either at home or at school each day. Talk to your child about the

MCAS and remind them to stay focused and work hard.
Ms. Ambroise
Elementary Academy Lead Teacher

Update from Junior Academy (6" to 8" Grade)

-Junior Academy has been using the extended days to learn more about the core values and many JA
classes have created their own version of the Macarena dance, we call it the Moral Macarena. It is a lot
of fun and we look forward to sharing the results with the rest of the school.

-The ELA MCAS starts next week and Friday afternoon Mr. Gibbs led the academy in getting psyched.
We are excited about the opportunity to showcase our knowledge and skills!

-Check out the JA bulletin board to see who is winning the homeroom challenge. Ms. Smith’s homeroom
is currently in the lead, but Mr. Hoskins’ 8th grade is not too far behind.

Deborah Langlois
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SHCPS Parent Guild Update

Dress Down Dayon Friday, March 17, 2009, raised $556.80 All proceeds go towards Field Day 2009. Our
next Dress Down Day is Thursday, April 16, 2009.

Our Recycling Fundraiserhas begun. If you would like to donate your used cell phones, ink jet cartridges,
iPods, digital cameras or digital video cameras please send them in with your child. Student Incentives: Each
item your child brings in he/she will be entered into a weekly Friday dress down day drawing (3 students
drawn each week) and a monthly lunch raffle (3 students drawn each month will be able to order a take out
lunch.)

February Student Dress Down Recipients were Anuoluwa Akibu, Samantha Evans, Tatyana Lugo Gardner, Jasmine Milletti and
Sha-Asia Taylor, & Lunch Recipients were Samantha Evans, Tatyana Lugo Gardner, and Sha-Asia Taylor ¢+ Congratulations and
thank you for your support!

Many thanks to the following Staff participants: Ms. Bogosian, Ms. Johnson, Ms. Minor, Ms. Reyes
and Ms. Vickers.

Good luck to the March participants.

If you are interested in volunteering for any of the following events please let us know. We will also ask for
volunteers through the schools monthly newsletter as events approach.

Helping in the School Store at Lunchtime (11:00am 1 1:00pm)
Field Day - Thursday, June 11, 2009

Please continue to send in your Box Tops for Education Our next submission is June 1, 2009. We receive
$.10 for each box top submitted. Thank you in advance.

Our next Parent Guild meeting is Tuesday, April 14, at 6:30pm here at the school. Free babysitting is
available and light refreshments will be served. All are welcome.

Parent Guild contact information: Donna Lemoyne, Parent Guild Chairperson: 508-799-7500 x1079

Quizbowls: On March 25t and 26, students in 4t and 5t grades participated in an English Quizbowl
during our extended school days. Congratulations to all classes for demonstrating good
sportsmanship and demonstrating your English skills.

Grade 4 winner: Ms. Shattuck’s class
Grade 5: three-way tie! (all classes tied!)

MA Charter Public School State House Day
Wednesday, April 29 10:0 a.m.- 2:00 p.m.

Your attendance at our 5% Annual Charter School State House Day is very important. Budget
cuts are jeopardizing the funding for our schools. We need your help educating legislators

about charter public schools. Please stay tuned for more information, or contact Ms. Minor
for more information.
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Many thanks to all of the students who participated in our “Celebration of the Latin Culture” at the

Worcester Art Museum. It was a huge success! Thanks to all of the staff who helped with this
wonderful event.
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Music News!

This month students in grades 3-5 will begin learning the theory associated in preparation for
recorder instruction. Students will also explore a wide variety of songs to consider for our “Talent
Show” in May. All Seven Hills students, staff and their family members are encouraged to work on a
talent presentation. Auditions begin right after the April break. Please see Mrs. Holton if you are
interested.

Mark your calendars! Tickets go on sale April 8t for our “Alice in Wonderland” production at
Quinsigamond College. There are two performances, one on May 1st (7-8:30 p.m.) and one on May 2nd
(2-3:30 p.m.). Please see Mrs. Holton, Mr. Belanger or Mrs. Lemoyne for tickets. The cast is working
very hard on this delightful show! Many volunteers are needed. Please contact Mrs. Holton if you are
interested in helping with the production.

St. Jude Children's Research Hospital has requested our help again this year. St. Jude's Hospital has
been around for more than 30 years and costs about $1.3 million dollars to operate; 85.3% of every
dollar received by St. Jude's has gone to the current and future needs of the hospital. It is the only
cancer hospital devoted strictly for children. We are looking for families willing to make pledges that
will help out St. Jude Children's Hospital while reinforcing math skills. Families agreeing to participate
will receive a grade level math booklet and pleage envelope. Students will atte.apt to complete the
booklet during April vacation and collect their pledge money by May 1st. This is a tremendous way to
prepare for the Math MCAS.

Information is included in each booklet, or call Mrs. Thyden with any questions at extension 1111.

Star Students!!

Congratulations to our Star Students for being selected by their teachers for being an exemplar to our
community! Students receive a free Dress Down Day and recognition for their efforts. Let’s commend
the following students:

THANK YOU so much for raising
money during our Pennies for
Patients drive to benefit the
Lymphoma Society.

Zacarius Guzman
Kiana Ortiz
Adina Williams
Geraldo Rivera
Daniel Coleman
Alex Leon

Naihinn Qu/hractra

Highest classroom contributions:
Ms. Slarsky: $98.71

Ms. Ey: $36.46

Ms. Cranham: $35.54




