Grade 3 ELA Study Guide
Key Terms
Genre- a particular category or type of literature (fiction, nonfiction, drama, etc.)
· Fiction- literature that is not necessarily based on fact, stories based on imagination (made up stories)
· Nonfiction-literature that is based on facts, provides information 
· Article- a piece of writing usually nonfiction on a particular topic that forms an independent part of a publication (as a magazine or newspaper)
· Poetry/Poem- literature written in metrical form /a piece of literature chosen and arranged to create a certain emotional response through meaning, sound, and rhythm 
· Stanza- a division of a poem consisting of a series of lines arranged together in a usually repeating pattern of rhythm and rhyme
· Biography- a written account of someone else’s life (autobiography- a written account of your own life)
· Fable- a short fictitious story; especially one intended to teach a lesson and in which animals speak and act like human beings
· Folktale- a story made up and passed down from one generation to another (grandparents tell their children, and the children tell their own children, etc.)
· Fairy Tale- a story written for, or told to, children that includes elements of magic and magical folk such as fairies, elves, or goblins 
· Drama- a written work that tells a story through action and speech and is meant to be acted on a stage (a play)
Parts of Speech- the basic types of words that the English language has (verb, noun,  pronoun, adjective, adverb, preposition, conjunction, interjection)
· Noun- name of a person/animal, place, thing, or idea
· Proper Noun- name of a particular person/animal, place, thing, or idea; begins with a capital letter (city is a common noun, but Worcester is a proper noun)
· Verb- a word that shows action or state of being (ran)
· Adverb- a word that describes a verb, an adjective, or another adverb (quickly, adverbs often ends in –ly)
· Adjective- a word that describes a noun (happy)
Contraction- a shortened form of two words created be replacing omitted (left out) letters with an apostrophe (‘) (can’t = can not)

Compound Word- two words put together to make one word (meatball, springtime)
Antonyms- words that have opposite meanings (hot/cold)
Synonyms- words that have similar (about the same) meanings (happy/glad)
Sentence- a group of words that expresses a statement, a question, a command, a wish, or an exclamation (beginning with a capital letter and ending with a period, question mark, or exclamation point)
Paragraph- a group of sentences usually dealing with a single thought or idea (The first sentence of each paragraph is usually indented (set in from the margin))
Narrator- person who tells a story
Story Elements- the important pieces that make up a story (character, setting, plot, etc.)

· Character- the people, animals, or imaginary things (monsters, talking shoes, etc.) in a made up story

· Plot- the “happenings” in a story, the main story or storyline

· Setting- when and where the story takes place

· Problem/Conflict- an “issue” in the story that needs to be solved, the problems are an important part of the story because they get the story going

· Solution- how the problem in the story is solved/worked out

· Lesson- what the story is trying to teach the readers about

Key Concepts
· Genre-fiction, non fiction, biography, poetry, fables, folktales, fairytales, etc.-  Student should be able to determine what genre a passage is and why it is this type of genre                                                                                                                  Here are a few examples of questions relating to genre:                                           “Which of the following BEST shows that this story is fiction?”                           “What makes the article nonfiction?”                                                                       “How does the reader know that this selection is a poem?”
· Story Elements-characters, setting, plot, problem/conflict, solution, theme, lesson, etc.                                                                                                                                                                                   Students should be able to identify the story elements in a passage.                              Here is a sample question relating to story elements:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Read the sentence from paragraph 5 below.                                                          “The woods were dark, but there was a gray light on the snowy path, and in the sky there were a few faint stars.”                                                                                                                 What is true about the sentence?                                                                                                 A. It explains the problem in the story.                                                                             B. It explains the lesson that the story teaches.                                                                                                           C. It describes the setting for part of the story.                                                                    D. It describes the solution to the problem in the story.         
· Parts of Speech-noun (proper/common), verb, adjective, adverb

Students should be able to identify parts of speech of words from the passages.

Here are a few examples of questions relating to parts of speech:     

“In the line, the word splash is and example of a”

A. verb

B. noun

C. contraction

D. compound word        

“Which word in the sentence is an ADJECTIVE?”

· General Grammar-types of words: Antonyms, synonyms, contractions, compound words

Here are a few examples of questions relating to grammar:

“What kind of word is moonlight?”

“Which pair of words from the poem are antonyms?”

“What kind of word is that’s?”
· Multiple Meaning Words-some words have more than one meaning
Students should be able to determine the meaning of a word based on how it is used in a passage.  

Here are a few examples of questions relating to multiple meaning words: 

“Which sentence uses the word spring in the same way as the sentence in the box?”  

“What does the word spot mean as it is used in line 17?”        
· Vocabulary-Word Meanings

Students should be able to determine the meaning of a word based on how it is used in context.
Here are a few examples of questions relating to vocabulary:
“What does formation mean in the sentence?”

“Which word in the paragraph helps the reader understand the word sobbed?”        
“In paragraph 38, what does Mrs. Howard mean when she says, “Maria is my prize student”?”  (this question may involve making an inference (making a conclusion/decision based on what you read))
“Which word from the sentence helps the reader know what bristles are?”                                  
“What does the word absorb mean?”

“Which word means ALMOST THE SAME as raft as it is used in the sentence?”

General Test Taking Strategies for Multiple Choice Questions
· Read the question twice and underline/highlight any key information.

· Refer back to the passages to help you answer questions (look for clues in the passage).

· Read all the possible answer choices before choosing your answer.

· Some questions have more than one correct answer but ask you to identify the one that is “BEST” or “MOST LIKLEY” Look for discrete differences between choices.

· Use process of elimination-cross out the answers you know are wrong

· Don’t leave any blank

· Most of the time, you will find answers in the passage in the same order the questions are asked, (first questions have answers at the beginning of the passage and answers to the last questions are usually found at the end of the passage)   

· Read all the information on the page including introductory information and captions (they often have helpful information in them)
