	A Standard Intervention

	General Standard 11:  Theme
Overview:  Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of theme in a literary work and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding

Designer:  Christopher Hoskins



	Standard Summary

	Apply knowledge of the concept that theme refers to the main idea and meaning of a selection, whether it is implied or stated.

For example, students explore the theme, “Heroism demands courage and taking risks,” in King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table and The Adventures of Robin Hood and write paragraphs explaining how each author illustrates this theme in different ways.

Analyze and evaluate similar themes across a variety of selections, distinguishing theme from topic.

For example, students explore the theme, “Understanding involves putting yourself in someone else’s shoes,” in interviews with adults, in fiction, and in biographies to identify what real and fictional people have experienced, and report their findings to the class.


	Targeted Students

	

	Stage 1 – MCAS Review

	Established Goals:  Students, in groups of 4-6, will be guided through their responses to MCAS/Mock MCAS Questions and their corresponding texts.  The teacher will probe student understandings and clarify misunderstandings.


	Questions Numbers:



	Tier 1 Intervention

	Learning Plan:  Topic, Theme and Searching for the Message
1. As a class, work to develop definitions for the terms TOPIC and THEME/MAIN IDEA/AUTHOR’S PURPOSE (these lumped together terms are interchangeable, though MAIN IDEA & AUTHOR’S PURPOSE are more often utilized in standardized testing) by writing each on the board and asking students to participate in a partner discussion. 
Provide the following questions and asking that they scribe a brief response to each:  
a. What does each of the term’s (Keeping Main Idea/Theme/Author’s Purpose lumped as one) mean?

b. How are they alike?

c. How are they different?
2. Allow partnerships to share their findings and build a definition for each as a larger group.

Topic:  The subject that the author has chosen to write about

Theme (Fiction)/Main Idea (Nonfiction)/ Author’s Purpose (Fiction or Nonfiction):  A statement or opinion expressed about the topic that can be learned through the main character and transferred to the reader’s life.

3. Lead a full group discussion by asking students to consider why “Main Idea/Theme/Author’s Purpose” might be lumped together as they are. 

4. Provide students with the funnel visualization (below) and discuss how, no matter what terminology is used, each of the three terms refers to the “Walk Away Message” of the piece. 
5. Guide students to seeing that a topic is superficial and easily recognizable in a text, while the “Walk Away Message” message of the piece involves investigation and interpretation on the part of the reader.  To help them achieve this end, introducing the following three-step model of questioning:

1. What is the central conflict presented in the text?
2. Is the conflict solved?  
a.  If YES, how and what can the reader learn to do the same?

b. If NO, how can the reader move to solve the conflict?

3. What does the main character learn as a result of the action/event/conflict?

Emphasize that is learned by the main character should also be learned by the reader, can be transferred to our daily lives, and is the theme/main idea!

4. Use one of the accompanying short pieces (each representative of a core value) as an example for the group.  Read aloud as a group, then 
Assessment:  


	Good to Go!
	In Need of Tier 2 Intervention

	
	

	Tier 2 Intervention

	Learning Plan:  
Assessment:



	Good to Go!
	One on One Needed

	
	

















