
Bloom’s Taxonomy
Level Question Stems Verbs Sample Questions

Knowledge: 
Identification and 
recall of information

 How many…?
 Can you name 

the…?
 What is…?
 True or false…?

define
list
identify
label

name
recall
recite
record

What is a tax?
Can you name two people who 
took part in the Boston Tea 
Party?
True or false: The Patriots 
drank tea at the Boston Tea 
Party.
What is the definition of a 
massacre?
Define a revolution.

Comprehensio: 
Organization and 
selection of facts 
and ideas

 Can you write in 
your own words…?

 Give me an 
example…

 Show me…
 Classify these…
 Explain how…

explain
describe
summarize
classify
find

measure
prepare
retell
reword

Explain the Stamp Act.
Describe what happened during 
the Boston Massacre.

Application: Use 
of facts, rules, 
principles

 How is… an 
example of…?

 How is… related 
to…?

 Why is… 
significant?

apply
compute
construct
develop
discuss
generalize

investigate
model
perform
pan
produce
solve

How was Paul Revere an 
example of a Patriot?
How did the Stamp Act lead to 
the Revolutionary War?

Analysis: 
Separation of a 
whole into 
component parts

 What are the parts 
or features of…?

 Classify…
 Outline…
 Make a web of…
 How does…

compare with …?

compare
contrast
criticize
debate
determine

diagram
differentiate
discover
survey
sort

Make a timeline of the steps 
leading to the war.



Synthesis: 
Combination of 
ideas to form a new 
whole

 What would you 
predict from…?

 What ideas can you 
add to…?

 How would you 
create a new…?

 What might happen 
if you combined…?

 What solutions 
would you suggest 
for…?

build
compose
create
imagine

design
invent
produce
present

If you were alive during the 
Revolutionary War, what would 
you have done?

Evaluation: 
Development of 
opinions, 
judgments, or 
decisions

 Do you agree…?
 What do you think 

about…?
 What is the most 

important…?
 How would you 

decide…?
 What criteria 

would you use to 
assess…?

assess
critique
defend
evaluate
grade
judge
measure

rank
recommend
select
test
validate
verify

Who do you think was the most 
important patriot and why?


