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Social Studies



History Chronology
(K.2, 1.6, 

-Identify and use 
sequential actions 
(first, next, last).
-Use words and 
phrases related to 
chronology and 
time (now, long 
ago, before, after; 
morning, 
afternoon, night; 
today, tomorrow, 
yesterday; last or 
next week, month, 
year; and present, 
past, and future 
tenses of verbs).
-Use because in 
the context of 
stories or personal 
experiences.
-Sequence events 
in their own and 
their families’ 
lives in temporal 
order.

-Identify temporal 
sequences such as 
days, weeks, 
months, years, and 
seasons.
-Use correctly 
words and phrases 
related to time 
(now, in the past, in  
the future).
-Recognize the 
existence of 
changing historical 
periods (other times, 
other places).
-Place events in 
students’ own lives 
in chronological 
order.
-Read dates on a 
calendar and 
associate them with 
days of the week.
-Identify and 
explain the days that 
mark the changes in 
seasons.

-Use a calendar 
to identify days, 
weeks, months, 
years, and 
seasons.
-Use words and 
phrases related to 
time, changing 
historical periods, 
and causation.
-Explain and 
create historical 
timelines about 
events in the 
student’s or in the 
history of 
countries studied.

-Explain the 
meaning of time 
periods or dates 
in historical 
narratives and 
use them 
correctly in 
speaking and 
writing.

-Identify historical 
narratives as 17th 

century, 
seventeenth 
century, 1600s, 
colonial period.
-Interpret timelines 
of events studied.

National & 
State

Holidays,  
Cultural  

Celebrations
(K.1, 1.5, 1.9, 3.3, 

-Identify, explain 
the purpose, and 
describe the events 
or people 
celebrated during 
United States 
national holidays: 
Columbus Day, 
Independence 
Day, MLK, Jr. 
Day, President’s 
Day, 
Thanksgiving.

-Identify, explain 
the purpose, and 
describe the events 
or people celebrated 
during United States 
national holidays 
and Massachusetts 
Holidays:  Labor 
Day, Columbus 
Day, Veterans’ Day, 
Thanksgiving, 
Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day, Presidents’ 
Day, Patriots’ Day, 
Memorial Day, Flag 
Day, and 
Independence Day.
-Explain various 
American religious, 
community, and 
family celebrations 
and customs. 
-Describe 
celebrations or 
customs held by 
classmates and their 
families.

-Identify, 
explain, and 
describe the 
events leading to 
the first 
Thanksgiving.

Famous 
People

(1.2, 1.7, 1.8, 2.10, 

-Identify the current 
President of the 
United States and 
describe what 
presidents do.
-Listen to or read 
folktales, legends, 
and stories from 
America and 

-Describe 
and compare 
different 
ways famous 
people have 
achieved 
great 



Geograph
y

Location -Use correctly 
words and 
phrases that 
indicate 
location and 
direction.

-Identify cardinal 
directions (north, 
east, south, west) 
and apply them to 
maps and location.

-Use cardinal 
directions to 
locate places on 
contemporary 
maps of  New 
England, 
Massachusetts, 
and the local 
community.

-Use maps and 
globes to identify 
absolute locations
-Identify the North 
and South Poles, 
the equator, the 
prime meridian, 
Northern, Southern, 
Eastern, and 
Western 
Hemispheres..

Maps/Globes
(2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.6,  

2.7, 4.17, 4.24, 4.27,  

-Tell or show 
what a map is 
and what a 
globe is.

-Describe a map as a 
representation of a 
space.
-Identify cardinal 
directions (north, 
east, south, west) 
and apply them to 
maps and location.
-Define and locate 
the North and South 
Poles and the 
equator.

-Describe 
geographical 
information on 
maps and globes.
-Read globes and 
maps by 
following 
narrative 
accounts.
-Locate, identify, 
and label all of 
the continents 
and oceans.
-Locate and 
identify the 
boundaries of the 
United States, 
Canada, and 
Mexico.
-Explain the 
difference 
between and give 
examples of a 
continent and a 
country.
-Locate the 
continent, 
regions, the 
countries from 
which student’s, 
families came.

-Use map scales, 
legends, and 
titles to locate 
places on 
contemporary 
maps of  New 
England, 
Massachusetts, 
and the local 
community.

-Determine 
absolute locations 
(latitude and 
longitude) of 
places.
-Identify and 
interpret 
information using 
title, compass rose, 
scale, and legend 
on a map.
-Identify and locate 
North American 
countries and 
Caribbean Islands. 
-Locate Canada, its 
provinces, and 
major cities.
-Locate Mexico and 
major cities.
-Locate the Isthmus 
of Panama which 
divides North from 
South America.
-Locate islands, 
countries, and 
major cities of 
Central America 
and the Caribbean 
Islands.

-Distinguish 
between political 
and topographical 
maps.
-Identify 
specialized maps 
that show 
information such as 
population, income, 
or climate change.
-Compare and 
contrast modern 
and historical maps.

Landmarks
(2.9, 4.13, 

-Identify, 
explain the 
importance, and 
describe well-
known sites, 
events, or 
landmarks in at 
least three 
different 
countries from 
which students’ 
families come.

-Observe, describe, 
and explain the 
importance of 
national historic 
sites.
-Identify major 
monuments and 
historical sites in 
and around 
Washington, D.C.

Landforms
(2.4, 2.5, 3.1, 3.8, 

4.8, 

-Define and 
give examples 
of a continent, 
mountain, 
river, lake, and 
ocean.

-Locate five 
major rivers in 
the world: the 
Mississippi, 
Amazon, Volga, 
Yangtze, and 
Nile.
-Locate major 

-Locate Cape 
Ann, Cape Cod, 
the Connecticut 
River, the 
Merrimack 
River, the 
Charles River, 
and the Berkshire 

-Locate, name,  and 
identify major 
mountain ranges, 
rivers, lakes, and 
oceans of  the 
United States.



Civics 
and 

Governm
ent

Government
(K.7, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4,  
3.4, 3.6,3.10, 5.14, 
5.25, 5.26, 5.27, 

5.28, 

-Identify, recite, or 
explain important 
American 
symbols: 
American Flag 
(colors and shape), 
melody and name 
of the national 
anthem, picture 
and name of the 
current president, 
and the words of 
the Pledge of 
Allegiance.
-Identify the 
president of the 
United States

-Identify the current 
President of the 
United States and 
describe what 
presidents do. 
-Explain how a 
person becomes 
president.
-Identify and 
explain the meaning 
of American 
national symbols: 
the Statue of 
Liberty, the White 
House, the Bald 
Eagle, the American 
flag.
-Recite and explain 
the meaning of:  the 
Pledge of 
Allegiance, America 
the Beautiful, My 
Country, ’tis of 
Thee, God Bless 
America, and The 
Star Spangled 
Banner.

-Identify the 
President and the 
Vice President of 
the United States.

-Give examples 
of and explain 
why it is 
necessary for 
communities to 
have 
governments.
-Give examples 
of and explain 
the different 
ways people in a 
community can 
influence their 
local 
government.
-Identify and 
Describe the 
purpose of the 
Mayflower 
Compact and its 
principles of self-
government.
-Identify early 
leaders in 
Massachusetts.
-Identify and 
describe the 
Declaration of 
Independence, 
the Constitution, 
and the Bill of 
Rights.
-Explain the stars 
and stripes in the 
American flag 
and how to care 
for a flag.

-Explain and give 
examples of the 
responsibilities held 
by the President, 
chief justice of the 
U.S. Supreme 
Court, governor, 
state senators, and 
state 
representatives.
-Explain the 
structure of the 
government in 
Worcester.
-Explain the 
development of 
colonial 
governments.
-Identify the three 
branches of the 
United States 
government and the 
function of each.
-Identify and 
explain the rights in 
the Bill of Rights.
-Explain how 
American citizens 
participate in, 
monitor, and 
change government 
over time.
-Compare and 
Contrast the voting 
qualifications of 
citizens in the U.S. 
with citizens in 
England, France, 
and Russia.

Civics
(K.6, 2.7, 2.8, 3.7,  
5.16, 5.23, 5.24, 

-Identify people 
who promote 
safety of others.

-Define and give 
examples of some 
of the rights and 
responsibilities 
that citizens have.
-Identify and 
describe fictional 
characters or real 
people in the 
community who 
are good leaders 
or citizens 
-Explain the 
qualities that 
make someone an 
admirable citizen.
-Describe 
traditional food, 
customs, sports, 
games, and music 
of the place from 
which students’ 
families came.
-Identify and give 

-Identify, 
categorize, and 
describe the life 
and achievements 
of famous 
Massachusetts 
residents.

-Explain and give 
examples of rights 
immigrants have 
when they become 
a citizen of the U.S.
-Give examples and 
explain how 
immigrants become 
citizens.

-Define and use 
correctly:  citizen, 
suffrage, rights, 
representation, 
federal, state, 
county, and 
municipal.
-Explain key ideas 
in the Declaration 
of Independence.
-Describe the 
responsibilities of 
government at the 
federal, state, and 
local levels.
-Describe the basic 
political principles 
of American 
democracy.



Economics
(K.8, K.9, K.10, 3.13, 3.14, 4.18, 4.24, 4.28, 

5.10, 5.11, 5.12, 

-Use words related 
to work:  jobs, 
money, buying, 
and selling.
-Explain how 
people buy things 
they want and 
need.
-Give examples of 
different kinds of 
jobs that people 
do.
-Explain why 
people work.
-Give examples of 
things people buy 
with money they 
earn.

-Give examples of 
products (goods) 
that people buy and 
use.
-Give examples of 
services that people 
do for each other.
-Give examples and 
explain why people 
have choices to 
make about the 
goods and services 
they buy.

-Identify and 
explain people 
who are both 
producers and 
consumers.
-Identify, 
describe, and 
give examples of 
buyers and 
sellers.
-Identify, 
describe, and 
give examples of 
goods and 
services that are 
bought and sold 
in the 
community.

-Define, give 
examples of, and 
explain different 
kinds of taxes.
-Define and give 
examples of 
specialization in 
jobs and 
businesses.
-Define and give 
examples of 
bartaring.
-Compare and 
contrast bartering 
and use of 
money.
-Give examples 
of goods and 
services provided 
by their local 
businesses and 
industries.
-Give examples 
of tax-supported 
facilities and 
services.

-Define and give 
examples of natural 
resources in the 
United States.
-Explain and give 
examples of limited 
and unlimited 
resources.
-Explain and give 
examples of how of 
buyers and sellers 
influences the 
prices.
-Describe important 
technologies of 
China.
-Describe the 
natural resources of 
Mexico, Central 
America, Caribbean 
Islands,  and 
Canada.

-Give examples of 
ways people save 
money and explain 
the advantages.
-Define and 
identify 
entrepreneurs from 
different time 
periods.
-Define and 
describe profit.
-Explain supply and 
demand and its 
affect on prices in 
colonial history.
-Describe how 
regional differences 
affected the 
economy in the 13 
colonies.
-Explain the 
importance of 
maritime commerce 
in the development 
of the economy of 
colonial 
Massachusetts.
-Explain the causes 
of the establishment 
of slavery in North 
America.
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